BETHMANN S   MASTERPIECE
"Firsfly, we will undertake to make no territorial acquisitions at the expense of France, should we prove victorious."
^Does that apply also to the Colonies?" . .   . .
"/ cannot give a similar undertaking there" said Beth-mann, startled; for the Potsdam offer contained no mention of this point. "Secondly, we will respect Holland's integrity and neutrality so long as others do the same"
'He'll be offering me the integrity of Tibet next,' thought Goschen; but Bethmann went on: "Thirdly, as regards Belgium, it will depend on the action of France what operations Germany may be forced to enter upon in Belgium. In any case, when the war is over, Belgian integrity shall be respected, if she has not sided against Germany" • 'I am dreaming,' thought Goschen. 'This can't possibly be the German Chancellor's room.' But he forced himself to say: "I do not think it probable that England will care to bind herself to any course of action at this stage of events. I will, however, communicate your offer to London."
Thirty-six hours later the Englishman brought Grey's answer from London. Hearing it, Bethmann stands quite aghast, but tries to conceal his agitation: "/ am so taken up with serious matters just now that I must beg you to let me have the message as a written memorandum"
The Englishman had thought the question of England's neutrality serious enough to make it worth while bringing the Note with him. He goes, leaving it there. England refuses, because France could well be reduced to impotence even without loss of territory: "It would be a disgrace for us to make this bargain with Germany at the expense of France, a disgrace from which the good name of this country would never recover. The Chancellor also asks us in effect to bargain away whatever obligation or interest we have as regards the neutrality of Belgium. We could not entertain that bargain either."
Bethmann turns the paper over and over. Was his masterpiece no masterpiece after all ?
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